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Predgovor

vodja »vaške ekspedicije«. V muzeju, kjer smo delali 
dober mesec, smo bili izredno ljubeznivo sprejeti, za-
gotovili so nam vso pomoč, tako da je naše celodnev-
no delo potekalo brezhibno. Zato smo dolžni poseb-
no zahvalo takratnemu vodji Arheološkega oddelka 
Naravoslovnega muzeja dr. Wilhelmu Angeliju ter nje-
govima ožjima sodelavcema dr. Fritzu Eckartu Barthu in  
dr. Elisabeth Ruttkay, ki sta posebej skrbela za nas. 
Hkrati pa se s hvaležnostjo spominjamo tudi patra  
Ivana Tomažiča, ki nas je sprejel v dom koroških študen-
tov »Korotan«, kjer smo imeli udobno, urejeno in toplo 
prenočišče in zatočišče.

Kot že omenjeno obsega zbirka izkopanin z Vač v du-
najskem muzeju več stotin predmetov. Za tisk je bilo 
treba vse risbe predmetov, izrisane v svinčniku na kraju 
samem v muzeju, izdelati in dokončati v tušu. Tuširanje 
teh risb, ki je zahtevalo veliko več časa od prvotnih priča-
kovanj in načrtov, sta izvedli Darja Grosman in Dragica 
Lunder Knific. Ker pa nas je čas prehitel, kajti tehnološki 
napredek v tiskarski stroki je zahteval drugačno slikovno 
obdelavo, je bilo treba vse risbe, izdelane v tušu, še skeni-
rati in digitalizirati tabele. To delo je v letih 2011 in 2012 
opravil Dragotin Valoh na Inštitutu za arheologijo ZRC 
SAZU, pri oblikovanju tabel pa je sodelovala tudi Sne-
žana Tecco Hvala. Omenjena digitalizacija je potekala 
v okviru sicer zelo široko zastavljenega raziskovalnega 
projekta »Družbena razslojenost in kulturne identite-
te v železni dobi na ozemlju Slovenije« pod vodstvom 
Janeza Dularja. Končno redakcijo tabel, oblikovanje z 
razporeditvijo risb in njihovim oštevilčenjem ter zapo-
redje tabel pa sva Dragotin Valoh in podpisana opravila v 
oktobru 2023, pri nekaterih risbah nama je s svojo veščo 
roko priskočila na pomoč Tamara Korošec. To delo nam 
je omogočil predstojnik Inštituta za arheologijo ZRC 
SAZU Anton Velušček, za kar se mu želim na tem mestu 
še posebej zahvaliti. 

Na zadnjih tabelah kataloga, ki jih je pripravila Ida  
Murgelj, je prestavljenih tudi nekaj grobnih celot s pred-
meti, hranjenimi v NMS (Tab. 124–127) in objavljenimi 
leta 1955 v že omenjenem prvem zvezku Arheoloških 
katalogov Slovenije. Tudi preostalo slikovno gradivo je 

Proti koncu 19. stoletja so si Vače z okolico v hribovi-
tem svetu Posavskega hribovja, pod Zasavsko Sveto 
goro, pridobile sloves obetavnega arheološkega najdi-
šča. Tam so iskali dragocene izkopanine domačini tako 
kmečkega kot plemenitega rodu in tudi strokovnjaki, 
tako tisti iz Deželnega muzeja Kranjske v Ljubljani kot 
tudi iz Naravoslovnega muzeja s cesarskega Dunaja. 
Arheološke najdbe z Vač, ki so prišle v ljubljanski mu-
zej (danes Narodni muzej Slovenije – NMS), je že leta 
1955 objavil France Starè, in sicer v znamenitem prvem 
zvezku Arheoloških katalogov Slovenije (danes se zbir-
ka imenuje Katalogi in monografije NMS). Predmeti, ki 
jih je pridobil dunajski muzej, pa so ostali, razen redkih 
izjemnih kosov, doslej neobjavljeni. To pomeni, da je ve-
čina arheoloških najdb, ki jih hranijo v Naravoslovnem 
muzeju na Dunaju, v pričujočem zvezku Katalogov in 
monografij NMS objavljenih prvič. 

V sedemdesetih letih prejšnjega stoletja je prof. dr. Stane 
Gabrovec skupaj z dr. Jaroslavom Šašlom zasnoval razi-
skovalni projekt »Dokumentiranje arheoloških najdb s 
slovenskega prostora v tujih muzejih«. Zasidran je bil na 
Inštitutu za arheologijo SAZU, finančno pa ga je podpr-
la Raziskovalna skupnost Slovenije. V okviru tega pro-
jekta smo študentje arheologije izrisali in opisali večino 
najdb, ki jih hranijo muzeji na Dunaju in v Gradcu, ter 
jih študijsko obdelali v okviru diplomskih, magistrskih 
in doktorskih nalog. Ta dela so delno objavljena v posa-
meznih zvezkih Arheološkega vestnika, delno pa prav v 
zbirki Katalogi in monografije NMS, tako naj omenimo 
kataloge o arheoloških najdbah iz Notranjske in Posočja 
(Guštin 1979; isti 1991), okolice Šmarjete (A. Dular 
1991), z Magdalenske gore (Tecco Hvala, J. Dular, Ko-
cuvan 2004) in iz Škocjana na Krasu (Teržan, Borgna, 
Turk 2016). Čeprav z veliko zamudo, sledi zdaj tudi ob-
java arheoloških najdb z Vač – kot poslednja iz sklopa 
navedenega projekta. 

V Naravoslovnem muzeju na Dunaju smo arheološke 
najdbe z Vač, ki predstavljajo zelo obsežno in bogato 
zbirko, natančno proučili, izrisali in opisali leta 1976. 
Delovno ekipo smo sestavljali Darja Grosman in Drago 
Oman, takrat še študenta arheologije, ter podpisana kot 
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izdelala Ida Murgelj, preglednice in zemljevide Vesna 
Svetličič, lidarske posnetke Vač z označenimi arheo-
loškimi lokacijami pa Edisa Lozić. Odlične fotografije 
predmetov je v Naravoslovnem muzeju na Dunaju nare-
dila Alice Schumacher, posredoval pa nam jih je Georg 
Tiefengraber, kustos za prazgodovino v NHMW. Foto-
grafijo negovske čelade in detajla z napisom so prijazno 
posredovali sodelavci dunajskega Umetnostno zgodo-
vinskega muzeja. Vsem gre moja prisrčna zahvala. 

Moja posebna zahvala gre tudi Vojki Cestnik, izredni poz-
navalki vaškega arheološkega kompleksa, avtorici arheo-
loške poti in vodnika po njem (2009 a; 2009 b; 2010 a;  
2010 b; 2022), ki me je na lep sončen dan v aprilu 2024 
popeljala po njem. Čeprav sem bila na Vačah že v štu-
dentskih letih in večkrat tudi pozneje, mi je ta pohod od 
najdišča do najdišča po hribovitem terenu s strmimi po-
bočji odprl nov pogled na razsežnost prazgodovinskih 
Vač ter me potrdil v prepričanju, da je naselbina na Kro-
ni s svojimi nekropolami, razpršenimi v širokem radiu v 
starejši železni dobi zavzemala prav posebno mesto. 

Proučevanju sledov tkanine na predmetih iz Naravo-
slovnega muzeja na Dunaju pa se je posvetila Karina 
Grömer, sedanja vodja Prazgodovinskega oddelka tega 
muzeja, skupaj s sodelavkama Ronjo Lau in Kayleigh 
Saunderson. Prispevek je v slovenščino prevedla Nives 
Kokeza. Pomembne novosti v starovenetskem oz. retij-
skem napisu na negovski čeladi z Vač je v svoji zanimivi 
in vznemirljivi razpravi prispeval Luka Repanšek, pro-
fesor na Filozofski fakulteti Univerze v Ljubljani. Tudi 
njim velja moja iskrena zahvala.

Odločili smo se, da bo objava tako rekoč trojezična. Ker 
je večina pisnih in tudi tiskanih virov v nemščini, je opi-
sni del kataloga dvojezičen – v slovenščini in nemščini, 
medtem ko so spremne študije oz. – skice – prav tako 
dvojezične, in sicer v slovenščini in angleščini, sodobni 
lingua franca. Lektoriranje slovenskega besedila je prev-
zela Špela Križ, nemškega Anja Hellmuth Kramberger –  
ta je v nemščino prevedla tudi predgovor in uvod v ka-
talog, za prevod v angleščino pa je poskrbela Barbara 
Smith-Demo. 

Posebno zahvalo sem dolžna Petru Turku, glavnemu 
uredniku zbirke Katalogi in monografije Narodnega mu-
zeja Slovenije, ki je katalog Vače II prijazno sprejel v tisk. 

Ker je minilo kar nekaj časa od začetka dokumentiranja 
vaških najdb v muzeju na Dunaju in študijske obdelave 
evidentiranega gradiva, se želim zahvaliti vsem navede-
nim kolegom in kolegicam ter tudi neimenovanim so-
delujočim pri pripravi kataloga, ki je končno pred nami 
v tiskani obliki. Upam, da bo to novo delo o prazgodo-
vinskih Vačah pomembno prispevalo k nadaljnjim razi-
skavam starejše železne dobe tako na Slovenskem kot v 
širšem evropskem prostoru.

Biba Teržan 
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Preface

Towards the end of the 19th century, Vače and its sur-
roundings in the hilly world of the Posavje (Sava Valley) 
Hills, below Zasavska Sveta Gora, gained a reputation as a 
promising archaeological site. Locals of both peasant and 
noble descent, as well as experts from the Carniola Pro-
vincial Museum in Ljubljana and the Natural History Mu-
seum in imperial Vienna, searched for valuable material 
at excavations there. The archaeological finds from Vače, 
which were acquired by the Ljubljana Museum (today the 
National Museum of Slovenia - NMS), were published by 
France Starè in 1955, in the famous first volume of the 
Archaeological Catalogues of Slovenia (today the series is 
called Catalogues and Monographs of the NMS/ Katalogi 
in monografije). The objects acquired by the Vienna Mu-
seum, however, have so far remained unpublished, except 
for a few exceptional items. This means that most of the 
archaeological finds kept in the Natural History Museum 
in Vienna have been published for the first time in this 
volume of the Catalogues and Monographs of the NMS. 

In the 1970s, Prof. Dr. Stane Gabrovec, together with 
Dr. Jaroslav Šašel, came up with the research project 
“The documentation of archaeological finds from Slove-
nian territory in foreign museums”. It was based at the 
Institute of Archaeology of the Slovenian Academy of 
Science and Art, and was financially supported by the 
Slovenian Research Community. As part of this project, 
archaeology students drew and described the majority 
of the finds held by museums in Vienna and Graz, and 
analyzed them as part of their BA, MA, and PhD theses.

These works were partially published in individual vol-
umes of the journal Arheološki Vestnik, and some were 
published in the series of Catalogues and monographs 
of the NMS, such as the catalogue of archaeological 
finds fom Inner Carniola/Notranjska and the Soča 
River Valley/Posočje (Guštin 1979; Idem 1991), the 
Šmarjeta Vicinity (A. Dular 1991), Magdalenska Gora 
(Tecco Hvala, J. Dular, Kocuvan 2004), and Škocjan in 
the Karst region/ Kras (Teržan, Borgna, Turk 2016).  
Although with a long delay, the publication of the archae-
ological finds from Vače is now underway – representing 
the last edition from the aforementioned project. 

At the Natural History Museum in Vienna, the archae-
ological finds from Vače, which represent a very exten-
sive and rich collection, were carefully studied, drawn, 
and described in 1976. The working team consisted of 
Darja Grosman and Drago Oman, who were archaeol-
ogy students at the time, and the author as the leader of 
the “Vače expedition”. We were received very kindly at 
the museum, where we worked for over a month, and 
they provided us with all the help we needed, so that our 
day-long work went smoothly. Therefore, we owe special 
thanks to the then head of the Archaeological Depart-
ment of the Natural History Museum, Dr. Wilhelm An-
geli, and his close associates, Dr. Fritz Eckart Barth and 
Dr. Elisabeth Ruttkay, who took special care of us. At the 
same time, we also remember with gratitude Father Ivan 
Tomažič, who welcomed us to the Carinthian student 
home “Korotan”, where we had a comfortable, well-kept, 
and warm place to stay and shelter. 

As already mentioned, the collection of objects from 
Vače in the Museum in Vienna comprises several hun-
dred objects. For printing, all drawings of the objects, 
drawn in pencil on site in the museum, had to be pro-
duced and completed in ink. The inking of these draw-
ings, which required much more time than had original-
ly been expected and planned, was carried out by Darja 
Grosman and Dragica Lunder Knific. However, as time 
overtook us, and technological advances in the printing 
industry required different image processing, all draw-
ings made in ink had to be scanned and the plates dig-
itized. This work was carried out in 2011 and 2012 by 
Dragotin Valoh at the Institute of Archaeology of the 
Slovenian Academy of Science and Art, Snežana Tec-
co Hvala also participated in the design of the plates.  
The aforementioned digitalization took place within 
the framework of an otherwise very extensive research 
project on “Social Stratification and Cultural Identities 
in the Iron Age on the Territory of Slovenia”, led by Janez 
Dular. The final editing of the plates, the design with  
the arrangement of the drawings and their numbering, 
and the sequence of the plates were done by Drago-
tin Valoh and the undersigned in October 2023, with 
some drawings improved by the skilled assistance from 
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Tamara Korošec. This work was made possible by the 
then head of the Institute of Archaeology of the Slove-
nian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Anton Velušček, to 
whom I would like to express my special gratitude. 

The last plates of the catalogue, prepared by Ida Murgelj, 
also show several grave units with objects stored in the 
National Museum of Slovenia (Plates 124-127), pub-
lished in 1955 in the previously mentioned first volume 
of the Archaeological Catalogues of Slovenia. All other 
visual material was also prepared by Ida Murgelj, the 
tables and maps were prepared by Vesna Svetličič and 
the archaeological interpretation of LIDAR-derived im-
ages by Edisa Lozić. The Photographs in Natural Histo-
ry Museum in Viena were made with the mediation of 
Georg Tiefengraber by Alice Schumacher. The staff of 
the Museum of Art History in Vienna kindly provided 
the photo of the Negova / Negau helmet and the detail 
with the inscription. My heartfelt thanks go to all named 
colleagues.

My special thanks also go to Vojka Cestnik, an extraordi-
nary expert on the Vače archaeological complex, and au-
thor of the archaeological trail and guide to it (2009 a, b; 
2010 a, b), who took me on a beautiful sunny day in April 
2024. Although I had already been to Vače during my stu-
dent years and several times afterwards, this hike from site 
to site over the hilly terrain with steep slopes opened up 
a new perspective on the actual scale of prehistoric Vače 
and confirmed my belief that the settlement at Krona, 
with its cemeteries scattered over a wide radius, occupied 
a very special place in the Early Iron Age. 

Karina Grömer, current head of the Prehistoric Depart-
ment of the Natural History Museum in Vienna, stud-
ied together with Ronja Lau and Kayleigh Saunderson 
traces of fabric on objects. A translation of the text into 
Slovenian was carried out by Nives Kokeza. A new exit-
ing aspects of the Venetic respectively Raetic inscription 
on the Negova/ Negau-Helmet of Vače are presented in 
a special study, contributed by Luka Repanšek, profes-
sor for the Indo-European languages at the University of 
Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts.

It was decided to make the publication trilingual, so to 
speak. Since most written and printed sources are in 
German, the descriptive part of the catalogue is bilin-
gual – in Slovenian and German, while the accompany-
ing studies – called sketches – are also bilingual, but in 
Slovenian and English, lingua franca of today. The editing 
of the Slovenian texts was carried out by Špela Križ, and 
the German texts by Anja Hellmuth Kramberger – who 
also translated the chapters of the preface and introduc-
tion to the catalogue into German, while the translation 
into English was carried out by Barbara Smith-Demo.

I owe special thanks to Peter Turk, editor-in-chief of the 
series Catalogues and Monographs of the National Mu-
seum of Slovenia, who kindly accepted the catalogue of 
Vače II for publication.

Since quite some time has passed since the beginning 
of the documentation of Vače finds in the museum in 
Vienna and the study of the recorded material, I would 
like to thank all the aforementioned colleagues and also 
the unnamed participants in the preparation of this cat-
alogue, which is finally before us in printed form. I hope 
that this new work on prehistoric Vače will make a sig-
nificant contribution to further research into the Early 
Iron Age both in Slovenia and in the broader European 
region.

Biba Teržan


